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This information sheet was developed by a student team in May 2009 as part of the first offering of EALC 109 History of the Culture of Tea in China and Japan. The original list was developed by Yuuto, using Pathfinder with keyword(s) related to tea. Then 11 students were each assigned 3 videos to view and determine if they had use in the class. The results are below. The first name of the students follows the description. … At the bottom of the list I have appended a different document that was the result of a class-wide solicitation for ideas of films recommended. (Wallace, May 20, 2009)
Course: E109 Spring 2009

PAEK, Yuuto

Date submitted: April 20, 2009

EAST

1. Cha dao Tea culture /<2005> Published: [China] : Qi Lu yin xiang chu ban she, 2005.
Format: Visual 

Location(s): EAST: SB271 .C45 2005 video/d Media Room;
This is a series on the history, production, and nature of tea spanning three DVDs. It contains a lot of potentially useful information, including the history and origins of tea (Shen Nong, tea trade and production through the dynasties, as well as an overview of emperors/individuals influential to tea culture) and a discussion of tea culture (covers Lu Yu and the Cha Jing, traditional art depicting tea, etc.) In fact, this would be a very comprehensive series covering almost all topics discussed in class....except for the fact that it is in Mandarin Chinese, with no subtitles. However, it could still prove a valuable resource for non-Chinese speakers thanks to the hours of interesting visuals, some of which include footage of tea ceremonies and production, as well as interesting tea wares and paintings. (Emily)

2. Aixinjueluo Pu Yi <2005>Published: [China] : Dong bei da xue yin xiang chu ban she, [2005]
Format: Visual 

Location(s): EAST: DS773.23.P86 A58 2005 video/v Media Room;

Did not work in my DVD player and jammed my laptop. :( (Emily)

3.Hua shuo cha wen hua <2001>Published: [Beijing] : Zhongguo guo ji dian shi zong gong si, [2001]
Format: Visual 

Location(s): EAST: GT2907.C6 H84 2001 video/v Media Room;

[話說茶文化]

- There’re 3 series (6 chapters in each) about the Chinese tea culture. As tea penetrate into the daily life of Chinese people, and to a life of the artistic, this film covers topics of tea, including philosophy, religion, customs, literature, art, technology, education and social, and touched on all things related to tea, the root causes have been dealt with tea leave, tea wares, spring water, tea houses, etc. (Elaine)
4. Ocha no aru kurashi <2007>Published: [Tokyo] : Kadokawa Shoten, c2007.
Format: Visual 

Location(s): EAST: GT2912.O4 .O25 2007 Media Room;

A five volume set, it is focused entirely on the Japanese tea ceremony played out in various settings with attention to utensils, tea preparation, the tea room, and all the other details of the ceremony. Recommended by both Jeremy and Yuuto who, together, viewed the entire set.
5. Da jing xiao guai A storm in a teacup / <2001>Published: [Beijing] : Zhong ying yin xiang chu ban she, [2001]
Format: Visual 

Location(s): EAST: PN1997 .D34 2001 video/v Media Room;

[大驚小怪] 

This movie has nothing related to tea. It’s a love story between three young people. (Elaine)
6.Cai xiang zu xian A retrospect of our ancestor / <2003>Published: [Beijing] : Zhongguo guo ji dian shi zong gong si, [2003]
Format: Visual

Location(s): EAST : DS721 .C35 2003 video/d Media Room; 
This film had no direct tea related material. (Yuuto)
7.Gan dan xiang zhao <2001>Published: [Beijing] : Zhongguo san huan yin xiang she ; [Guangzhou] : Guangzhou qiao jia ren wen hua chuan bo you xian gong si zong jing xiao, [2001]
Format: Visual 

Location(s): EAST: PN1995.9.H5 G35 2001 video/v Media Room; 

C.V. Starr would not let me watch this film; they returned it to be processed through the entire cataloguing system again. (Yuuto)
8.Cai lou ji <1997>Published: [Beijing] : Zhongguo guo ji dian shi zong gong si chu ban fa xing, [1997]
Format: Visual 

Location(s): EAST: PN2876.B45 Z45539 1997 video/v Media Room;

This is a recording of a Chinese opera in Mandarin with occasional Chinese subtitles.  There is no instance to tea within the video so I can’t say that it is of any use to the course. (Jeremy)
9. Butsugen butsubo no kokoro Myoe Shonin to Kozanji / <1996>Published: [Tokyo] : Terebi Tokyo : Hanbaimoto Terebi Tokyo Bangumi Hanbai, [1996?]
Format: Visual 

Location(s): EAST: BQ6353.K82 K69258 1996 Media Room;

The video is in Japanese without subtitles.  The first half of the video explores Kozanji, a Buddhist temple in Kyoto founded by the monk Myoe.  The second half goes more in-depth about Myoe himself – his philosophy, his dreams.  Though it was cited in class that Myoe received tea seeds from Eisai and starts Toganoo Tea in this area; the video does not mention Myoe’s connection to tea and instead focuses on the national treasures held at the temple and Myoe’s philosophy.  (Jeremy)
10. Guo bao bei hou de gu shi Shanxi guo bao / <2004>Published: [Guangzhou] : Guangdong yin xiang chu ban she, 2004.
Format: Visual 

Location(s): EAST: DS793.S5 Y37 2004 video/d Media Room;

Disc nine and ten of the twelve disc set appears to be about the excavation of a tomb in which a royal tea set from the Tang dynasty was excavated (the tea set that was shown in a slideshow in class). However, there are no subtitle options other than Chinese, a judgment as to whether any information provided is worthwhile could not be made. However, there is great footage of various pieces from the set, providing a far greater amount of detail to the pieces than the image of the entire set that was shown in class. Moving away from the set, the documentary goes into the general topic of tea, including the export of tea to Europe via land. This then leads into a history of foreign influences in China, showcasing what appears to be Middle Eastern influenced pottery that was used during the Tang period. (Kalvin)
11.China ancient rhythms and modern currents / <199u>Published: [S.l. : S.n], [199-?]
Format: Visual 

Location(s): EAST: DS712 .C55 video/d Media Room;

This documentary provides a tour through several Chinese provinces, highlighting key industries in each, and providing brief histories of the industries. About halfway through the documentary, the city of Yixing takes center stage as the documentary focuses on the city's special red clay teapots. The narration provides a brief explanation as to why Yixing teapots are so well received while footage of artists making various decorative tea pots is shown. Teapots of varying complexity of design are shown as a master potter describes various aesthetics of Yixing teapots. The documentary then segues to and explanation of tea leading to the introduction to the Sichuan province of China, where the best tea is said to be grown. Scenes of modern teahouses are showed as the narrator explains the role that teahouses play in modern China. The narration also explores why Sichuan is said to have the best tea while footage of tea harvesting is shown. Students interested in seeing more of Yixing teapots, and especially those looking for more modern versions would be interested in this documentary. Students who wish to learn more about teahouses may find this documentary informative, but not very in depth. (Kalvin)
12. Lu cha Green tea / <2003>Published: Beijing : Beijing dian shi yi shu zhong xin yin xiang chu ban she ; Guangzhou Shi : Guangzhou huan ya yin xiang fa xing you xian gong si, 2003.
Format: Visual 

Location(s): EAST: PN1995.9.M27 G74 2003 video/v Media Room;

report missing (Lawrence)

13. Ku cha xiang Fragrance of bitter tea / <2002>Published: [S.l. : s.n. 2002.]
Format: Visual 

Location(s): EAST: PN1995.9.E96 K83 2002 video/d;

report missing (Lawrence)
14. Zhongguo bo wu guan = The museums of China. <2000>Published: Beijing Shi : Guo ji wen hua jiao liu yin xiang chu ban she, 2000.
Format: Visual 

Location(s): EAST: AM72.A2 Z46 2000 video/v disc 15 Media Room;

There is a very brief scene in the first of the two Tibet documentaries that shows the “beating” of Tibetan milk/butter tea, an old woman cleaning a teapot and boiling the tea, and a younger woman pouring tea from a canteen for an elder.

The main relevant portion of the disc is the third part, titled “Dragon Well Tea”. The disc is dual audio, with Mandarin in the left speaker and English in the right, though some of the Mandarin parts are untranslated. The video has some fantastic shots of the Zhejiang and Sichuan regions, and of ceramics in the tea museum in Hangzhou. There is a short, interesting segment on the tea garden surrounding the tea museum. The commentary reiterates much of what we’ve already learned, such as history, origin myths, Buddhist connections, and brewing styles, as well as some more specific information on many of the topics discussed in class. Some new topics are modern tea drinking practices and, of course, details on Dragon Well Tea. (Nina)
15. Ku cha xiang=Tea <no date> 
Format: Visual 

Location(s): EAST: MOV 455;

MOV 455 mislabeled; actually a movie called “一百个... (One Hundred…)”. I watched it and it had nothing to do with tea, though it was an interesting movie about two kids who want to become policemen. The real call number is probably <EAST: PN1995.9.E96 K83 2002 video/d>, which is one of Lawrence’s videos. (Nina)
16. Rikyu <2000>Published: Sherman Oaks, CA : Sling Shot Entertainment, 2000.
Format: Visual 

Location(s): EAST: PN1997 .R557 2000 Media Room;

This is the movie that we view in class; set in 16th c. Japan, it portrays the difficult relationship between the military leader Toyotomi Hideyoshi and his advisor/tea master Sen no Rikyu.
17. Shoshinsha no tame no chanoyu, Ura Senke furo / <2000>Published: Japan : NHK Sofutouea, c2000.
Format: Visual 

Location(s): EAST: GT2912.U7 S47 2000 Media Room;

This video comes in the VCR format. It is in Japanese and has no subtitles. However, it has authentic tea practitioners teaching the viewer how to sit, walk in, walk out, bow, kneel, enter… pretty much every conceivable ceremonial aspect of the tea house experience as it relates to a visitor. (Jason)
18. Chakai ni manekarete kyaku no kokoroe / <1999>Author: Sen, Soshitsu, 1923- 
Published: Japan : NHK Sofutowea : hatsubaimoto Teichiku, c1999.
Format: Visual 

Location(s): EAST: GT2912.U7 S45 1999 Media Room;

Video covers in detail how to interact at a tea party properly. Extreme detail on hand, feet, toe, kneeling, bowing, whisking, handkerchief folding/wiping, usage of tea caddies, tea caddy types, bowl types, caddy seal checking, bowl seal checking, crossing stones. (Jason)
19. Chado <1999>Published: Japan : NHK Sofutowea, c1999.
Format: Visual 

Location(s): EAST: GT2910 .C395 1999 Media Room;

This film focuses on the two important tea masters in modern Japan, Sen Sousa and Sen Soushitsu. Both Sousa (Omotesenke) and Soushitsu (Urasenke) are from two of the three famous tea schools dedicated to Sen Rikyu’s wabi tea practices. The entire film is in Japanese with no subtitles, but it will be a good film to watch if you are interested in seeing those two famous tea masters making and serving tea and their daily lives. The film will also show different rooms where they store things that are used in the tea ceremony. It also shows how they make furo, which we didn’t discuss in class.  (45 minutes long) (Hong)
20 Cha guan The teahouse / <1982>Published: Palo Alto, CA : Zhongguo lu xiang dian ying, 1982.
Format: Visual 

Location(s): EAST: MOV 118; 

The film shows how a tea house would look like back in the old times (probably Qing dynasty from the hair of the people in the film). We can see what kind of people are and what they do in a tea house besides drinking tea. One interesting thing about this film is that the whole story takes place mainly in the tea house. I think this film is only good when you want to see how people enjoy/drink tea in the public and the gaiwan they used. This film gives a feeling in which a lot of important things are being discussed in a tea house. Since we didn’t really spend times on talking about tea house in the class, the beginning of this film will be one an idea of how tea house looks like and hoe people interact inside the tea house. This film is in Mandarin with no subtitles. (126 minutes long) (Hong)
21. Cha guan <1995>Published: Shenzhen Shi : Ji guang jie mu chu ban fa xing gong si, [1995?]
Format: Visual 

Location(s): EAST: PN1997 .C432 1995 video/v Media Room; 

Pathfinder says, “not checked out” but either missing or in the wrong place because I can’t find it. (Mel)
22. Cha guan hua ju / <1997>Published: Beijing : Beijing dian shi yi shu zhong xin yin xiang chu ban she, [1997]
Format: Visual 

Location(s): EAST: PN2874.5.H73 C43 1997 video/v Media Room;

Pathfinder says, “not checked out” but either missing or in the wrong place because I can’t find it. (Mel)
23. Tian ma cha fang March of Happiness / <1999>Published: Taibei : Yong shi gu fen you xian gong si, 1999.
Format: Visual 

Location(s): EAST: PN1995.9.A26 T53 1999 video/d; 

report missing (Doris)

24. Hua shuo cha wen hua <2001>Published: [Beijing] : Zhongguo guo ji dian shi zong gong si, [2001]
Format: Visual 

Location(s): EAST: GT2907.C6 H84 2001 video/v Media Room; 

report missing (Doris)

AVMC
1. ... All in this tea <2007>Published: El Cerrito, CA : Flower Films, 2007.
Format: Visual 

Location(s): AVMC: DVD 9105; 
A documentary following entrepreneur David Hoffman as he travels across China in search of quality teas. Chronicles the decline of independent farmers and the eclipse of handmade organic teas by mass-produced factory goods.  A good resource for those interested in the production and business of tea, as well as providing a good look at the differences in culture between China and the United States/presenting some potential issues in the production and sale of Chinese tea. Covers the process of picking and handcrafting different types of teas (green, puerh, oolong) and discusses how different growing environments and conditions can influence the taste of tea. Also presents a brief background on the history of tea and the spread of the Assam tea plant. (Emily)
2. Hong lou meng Dream of the red chamber / <2007>Published: [United States] : Cinema Epoch, [2007]
Format: Visual 

Location(s): AVMC: DVD 9423;

Missing item (Elaine)
3. Tea fortunes <1986>Published: New York, NY : First Run Icarus Films, c1986.
Format: Visual 

Location(s): AVMC: VIDEO/C 3496

This is an educational film that focuses mostly on the injustices tea slaves encountered on plantations owned by Britain. It has, in the beginning, a short section on tea in China. For this class, it is useful for learning about a history of Chinese tea in relation to foreign trade, as well as seeing how green tea is made. It gives the history of how in the 1830's, China was weakened by unwanted foreign trades, lists health-related benefits of tea to the Chinese, and shows short scenes of tea pickers and people sorting out tea leaves. There is a detailed process of how green tea is made. Robert Fortune and his expedition to China has its own section, and there is a brief overview of  the influence opium trade had on China. After this the focus is entirely on British influence of tea trade and production in India and other countries. (Yuuto)
4. Flavour of green tea over rice <2005>Published: London : Tartan Video, c2005.
Format: Visual 

Location(s): AVMC: DVD 6509;

(Ochazuke no aji Flavor of green tea over rice / <2004>Published: [Japan?] : Shochiku Home Video : USA Home Entertainment [distributor], c2004.
Format: Visual 
Location(s): AVMC: DVD 3566;)

The film is about a middle-aged couple with marital problems; loveless, bored, over overly critical of their arranged marriage.  It is not until the very end of the film that tea makes an appearance in the form of Ochazuke, leftover rice with green tea poured over it.  The dish, which is described as “intimate, primitive [simple], comfortable”, is used as a symbol for 1) how marriage should be and 2) the wife’s ability to finally understand and accept her husband.  There is only the one scene with tea at the end of the film and it only lasts a few minutes, but it may be useful considering the aesthetics surrounding tea. (Jeremy)
5. Eat a bowl of tea <2003>Published: Culver City, Calif. : Columbia Tristar Home Entertainment, c2003.
Format: Visual 

Location(s): AVMC: DVD 2471;

Movie does not provide any valuable information about tea. Tea makes a brief one line appearance in the film when the wife (who may be pregnant with another man’s child) states that she has special tea that is guaranteed [to work]. The line is very ambiguous. One interpretation is that the tea will be used as an abortion method for the current child, so the couple can start a new life together. A brighter interpretation is that the tea is an aid for the husband’s erectile dysfunction and will help the couple have children of their own. Other than that, no mention of tea is made. Student’s seeking information should look elsewhere. (Kalvin)
6. Kwaidan <1964>Published: [S.l.] : Home Vision, c1964.
Format: Visual 

Location(s): AVMC: VIDEO/C 999:835;

report missing (Lawrence) …. but this is a collection of Japanese ghost stories. I don’t remember if one has to do with tea … (Wallace)

7. The Bitter tea of General Yen <1932>Published: Burbank, Calif. : Columbia TriStar Home Video, [1993]
Format: Visual 

Location(s): AVMC: VIDEO/C 999:2185;

This was a movie directed by Frank Capra, based on a book by Grace Zaring Stone, an American writer. Since it was written and made in the early 30s, much of the Chinese portion is either stereotyped or blended with Japanese philosophy. The title of the movie refers to the two (out of three) tea scenes, both of which involve slipping something into the tea. In the first scene, General Yen, the eponymous anti-hero/villain, drugs Megan Davis, the heroine, in order to keep her at his summer palace. The second is General Yen’s suicide – even though Megan finally returns his love, the general commits suicide by brewing a cup of tea by himself and pouring poison into it, since he was deserted by both his army and his servants. The movie offers a fascinating glimpse of how the Chinese were viewed by Americans in the 30s, but no further conclusions can be drawn from the tea scenes within. (Nina)
8. Echoes of the past <1994>Published: New York : Ambrose Video Publishing, c1994.
Format: Visual 

Location(s): AVMC: VIDEO/C 3323;

Video production that segues between multiple historical events to tie together Zen tea ceremony and Florentine Renaissance architects in their search for the secrets of the universe. Goes from Chinese tea drinking when the Dutch arrive to Dutch porcelain, to English pottery, to Neoclassical art, to Florentine architecture, to Egyptian free mason connection, to Fourier, to Kelvin, to Florentine magic numbers, to cryptography, to the American Civil War, to Atlantic luxury cruise ships, to the radio static, to radio astronomy. The temperature of space is 3 kelvin – which parallels the theorized temperature of a universe that has been cooling down for 5 billion years following the big bang. (Jason)
9. The sword and the chrysanthemum <1988>Published: Deerfield, Ill. : Coronet Film and Video, c1988.
Format: Visual 

Location(s): AVMC: VIDEO/C 1147:2;

The Sword and the Chrysanthemum" tries to explain Japan, who is known for being aesthetic and calm in both tea ceremony and flower arrangement, was showing brutality during World War II. The narrator of this film, Seymour, explains that the reason why Japanese can be both cruel during war while showing elegance in art is because of the samurai tradition. The film mainly looks at Japanese culture being influenced by the samurai tradition, though the samurai tradition is also greatly influenced by Zen Buddhism. There is a really short segment of tea ceremony scene in the film, but other than that, this film explores the traditional culture in Japan that is being influenced by the samurai. It will be a good film to watch if you are interested in the Japanese culture (not tea culture). (56 minutes long) (Hong)
10. Memoirs of a geisha <2006>Published: Culver City, CA : Sony Pictures Home Entertainment, 2006.
Format: Visual 

Location(s): AVMC: DVD 5348; 

Based on the novel by Arthur Golden about a girl who becomes a geisha, this film does have some value for this class. Although the scenes where tea is the focus are few, a major setting of the film is Japanese tea houses. Also, scenes where tea is included are pivotal to the plot, such as drinking tea over negotiations, important conversations, and a technique of pouring tea. This film would probably be useful to someone studying tea in relation to geishas. (Mel)
11. The teahouse of the August moon <2006>Published: Burbank, CA : Warner Home Video, 2006.
Format: Visual 

Location(s): AVMC: DVD 8493; 

report missing (Doris) … However this is strange as a date because this is a very old movie unless it has been recently remade. Post-WWII setting. A musical.

PFA

EXTRA CREDIT TO THE FIRST ONE TO VOLUNTEER FOR THIS ONE

1. [The path] <1971>Published: United States : Sumai Film, 1971.
Format: Visual 

Location(s): PFA : 1612-01-12236;

no one volunteered for this …
IDEAS SUBMITTED BY THE FULL CLASS WHEN SOLICTIED FOR SUGGESTIONS

   



"All Around Us" Japan (2008) reason: Near the end of the movie, the main female character receives tea from a tea ceremony trainee as therapy for stress, caused by her obsessiveness.


“Cha Dao (Tea Culture)” China 2005: Educational film on tea practices in China, including tea ceramics, arts, and history. One interesting thing is, the film mentioned a bowl that might be used for tea in Tang dynasty because the bowl was engraved with the word “tea” in Chinese character.


         "Green Tea" China (2003)

         "Herbal Tea" China (2004) 

“Hua Shuo Cha Wen Hua” China (2001) is a documentary where people from CCTV spent six months traveling southwest to introduce many aspects of tea. In the first part, famous and old tea trees were visited. The second part visits different places and talks about how they are produced differently and received differently by the public. The third part talks about the discovery of tea and the historical and modern uses of tea. Part four introduces the worship of tea and the different ways tea can be prepared. There is also mention of the historical and modern tea trade. The last part on disk one of this series introduces the tea ceremonies from historical and modern time periods and different areas in China. There is a very interesting clip around 49 minutes that is a reenactment of how a silver Tang Dynasty tea set (that we saw in our class power points) could have been used to serve the emperor. 

“March of Happiness” China (1999) is a love story that takes place during the Japanese invasion of Taiwan. The lovers meet in the Tian Ma Tea House, and they frequent it often. However the teahouse is not just for tea, they also serve coffee. The Tea itself is not important to this movie, but it shows the way tea was served during this time period and also how it was drunk on a daily bases along with coffee.


“Ocha no aru Kurashi” Japan 2007: It is focused entirely on the tea ceremony played out in various settings with attention to utensils, tea preparation, the tea room, and all the other details of the Japanese tea ceremony.

   
"Taste of Tea" Japan (2004) reason: The movie follows the struggles of various members of the same family. Tea isn't really mentioned except when they all drink it together, but the title seems to suggest that their lives represent or are related to the taste of tea.

“The Teahouse of the August Moon” Japan (2006): This movie is about the westernization of Japanese villages during America’s occupation of Japan. The village wants a tea house rather than a school house to show face and have something of value. There is the idea of drinking tea for enjoyment and as a luxury. There is opposition by the military but in the end they are won over by the tea house and its ideas. 


“Ying Xiang Zhong de Jing Ju” China 2005: Collection of videos on Beijing opera. In disc 1, 14, 16, there are glimpses of scenes related to tea. Disc 1 shows a female servant serving tea to a guest; disc 14 shows a simplified version of a tea house; disc 16 shows a male serving tea to a
female who holds higher rank that him.

